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4 \ 1 A SHORT 


DISCOURSE 


(Recommended to all Our Exz/h Divines) 


Concerning, the 
Death of the }/itneſſes in general, 
AND 


The Two Wimeſes in particular ; 


Plainly Shewing, 


Firſt, The Chief aud True Reaſon of their Death, 

Secondly, The Manner How they are to be Slatn. 

Thirdly, The Place Where. 

Four dh, The Time When. 

Fifthly, By Whom #hey are to be Slain, 

Sixthly, The True Reaſon Why ghey are Overcome, aud xx 11 
in particular by a War. 

Seventhly, Who they are, and that they have already 


Slain. 
The CONCLUSION. 


ry's Malice, as hath been generally ſuppoſed ; no, Th:s is oaly 
tae Secondary and Inſtrumental Cauſe thereof ; the True aud 
ef Reaſon of their Death, is, the Meceſ? ty thereot ; for, 
having Fin; hea their Teſtimony, they Onzbr todic : New Evidence is 
A to 


| F :: ST, The chief Reaſon of their Death is not their Adverſa- 
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to be given, therefore They are to be thruſt out of Court. Come Up 
Hither, faith the Text ; this Great Voice was not made or direcied to 
them, (for They and Their Teſtimony were flain:;) But to the New- 
Riſen Witneſſes, inveſting Them with Power, and authoriziusg, Ther to 
give in Their Evidence, and to commence a New Diſpenſation. Was 
the Death of Chr (tor I mult all along make a Compariſon therewith) 
Neceſſary to put a Period to the Jewiſh Diſpenſation and Ceremonies, 
the 1 Their Death was neceſlary to put an End to the Chriſtiazz, I mean 
the Firſt Chriſtian Diſpenſation? No Diſpenſation can be finiſhed with- 
out Death, and without a Death there can be no Refurrettion, and 
without the intire Diſſolution of the 0/4, there can be no New Diſpen- 
ſation. So 'tis ſelf-evident, That the Death of the Witneſſes is Nece/- 
ſary; for would the Old Diſpenſation have ſerved God's Purpoſes, and 
the World's Neceſſities, 'tis certain, they had not been ſlain. "Twas 
impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe. Father, faith Chrilt, :f poſſible, let 
this Cup paſs from me. But ſince it did not paſs, what doth his Death im- 
ply, but that *twas poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe ? And ſince the 
Head could not (according to God's Appointment) eſcape Death on 
a-count of Finiſhing the Old, and Commencing a New Diſpenſation ; 
"tis much more impoſſible for the Body or Members to avoid Drinking 
of the ſame Cup, when they are in the ſame Circumlitances and Pre- 
dicament, 


II. Secondly, As to the Manner How they are flain. To this I an- 
ſwer; That Sicknels, Perſecuticn, or any other Abuſe or Alteration 
in the ſame Subject, Body, or Conſtitution, is not This ſpecial Death 
they are to undergo. My Reaſons are, Fri, If This ſort of Death 
might have ſerved the Turn, Ther Chriſt had had no Occaſion to have 
prayed, Father, if poſſible, &c. For it had been poſſible and feaſible e- 
nough, to have Effected the Gfeat Deſign, without his Drinking the 
Bitter Cup: For, a Scourging, a Whipping, or aay other Abuſe to his 
Sacred Perſon, would have ſerved the Turn, Secondly, Would This 
ſort of Death have ſerved the Deſign of God, ther they might have 
died and roſe often, becauſe they might be perſecuted and abuſed of- 
ten. But 'tis ſelf-evident, That This Death ought to be Circumſtanced 
lo, and be of ſuch a Nature, that they may die but once, becauſe 
Chri!t died but ozce, and, indeed, no Man can die twice. Thirdly, Would 
This fort of Death have done the Bulineſs, then they would have riſen 
Bare grain, with their Old Bodies; and this contradicts the true Ana- 
logy of a Reſurrection. There ought to be nothing Old in the Re- 
inrrection, but al Things New, And Chriſt himſelf in relation to this 

Great 


BY 


Great Scene, ſ1ith, Behold, I make all Things New. Sickneſs or Weak - 
neſs is nor Death, Reſtitution is not Reſurrection. The Powers and 
Conſtitution of the OIt Church an1 State ou2ht zot to be impaired or 
weakned, but totally d:fſo/ved, to make jt Death, and zor reſtored 01 
repaired, but a»/o/zrely Rebuile, to make a Reſurrection, otherwiſe the 
true Analogy of Death and Reſurre*tion will not be anſwerd : And 
when | ſay the Church and State are thus abſolntely to be 4:folved, | 
think, I need not ſay, that both Head and Member ouzht fo to be, 
for I comprehend both under the Denowination of \Vitne!le-, 


III. Thirdly, As to the Place where. It ought not to be in an Inland 
Country : And therefore not in Rome, Piearout, Germany, Bobenii a, 
Hungaria, France, &C. as ſome have thought. 1 freely own, that ſome 
Members or Parts of the Body of the True Church, and in a common 
Senſe, the Witneſſes of Je/z, in all theſe Countries have bcen abuſed, 
perſecuted 2nd ſlain; but Theſe were not final, but intermediate Deaths ; 
and as the Church can have no Aborr:ive Birt?, fo no immature Death. 
But, Secondly, As ſuch Abuſes and Perſecutions have no Title to the 
Denomination of Thzs Special Death ; ſo the Places are very improper 
for it : Becauſe, it muſt be acknowledged, that Inland Countries are 
unfit to begin a Diſpenſation in; and nothing is more certaia than that 
the Witnelles are flain on purpoſe, that a New Diſpenſation may com- 
mence. Further, The Head was ſlain inthe F2#, the Body ought theretore 
to be ſlain in the We##- But this will be more confirmed, if we con- 
ſider; The Holy Writings make mention of Two Harveits, the Fir!t 
in the Ea#t, and by conſequence, the Latter in the Wet; for the uſual 
Cuſtom of Reapers confirms it, who uſually begin at the End of a 
Field ; The World is this Field. "The Firlt Harveſt was the Jewiſh 
Ceremony, and Pagan Idolatry, they were to be Reaped down ; to thc 
Reapers of thoſe Times, v:z. the Olt Witneſſes began Their Work in 
the Eaſt, and Now the Chriſtian Superſtition and Papal Idolatry is to 
be reaped down ; fo *tis convenient the Reapers, that is, the New-riſea 
Witneſles begin their Harveſt in the We5F. Nature will direct us in 
this Aﬀair. The Sun and the Goſpel are Fellow-Travellers : They F1- 
niſh their Journey in the We##, and then ſet out again for the Eat. But 
Laſtly, The Witneſſes, and their Two chief Repreſentatives are to be 
flain in their ow chief Comntry, and own chief City : Becaute Chriſt was 
ſlain ia Judea at Jeruſalem, otherwiſe there will not be a due Conformity 
betwixt the Body and the Head. And as for the Place being called £9- 
dom and egypt, it imports Little, becauſe *tls Spirirually called fo; 
for Judea, by the Prophets, has often been Spirirally called Sodom, _ 
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ſo very well may the WitaeſJes Country with a Szivo to their Holy 
Function. 


IV. Forrthly, As to the Time When. To this I anſwer, *Tis IWWher 
they have come to their Journey's End, Wher tic; have Finiſhed their 
Courſe and Teltimony : J/ea they have Acted tiiat Part, and Publiſh- 

{ thoſe Truths Heaven has appointed them to Publiſh; [Je the /7i- 

07 Or = _ 2 State of 1260 Years are Ended ; ji ben the Cinch is 
coine to he Sac ff State, Ng ca ſhe 1s grown a Woman, or come Ad 
Aſcnlmram 'S atitre Corifti adiulti; This is called the Fuineſs of Time : 

And Then it is they are lain, Then it is that a Solemn Period is put to 
the Old Diſpeafation. Ther it is a Great Voice is heard out of the 
harp f Heaven from the Thro one, ſaying, GECONE, it 13 done, or 

ſhed ; But wliat { Their Teſtimony, or the Oli] Dilpenſation. There 
are Two Gre.t V vices 1n Scripture, particularly to be taken Notice of ; 
Che Er# is, Conſummatum 5, made by Chriſt V.va 7ece on the Croſs : 
"The Other. is this Gegone from the Throxe, (Rex patitur ) As the Firs 
was utter'd at the Death of the Head, and Gnithed che jewiſh Diſ- 
penſation, ſo the Latter of courſe muſt be made at the Leath of the 
Body or the Witneſſes) and finiſh the Chriſtian L _e tation, I mean 
the Firit Difpenſation : For we are to come from 5:0: to Strength 
antil we come to God in $07. As to the Calculation of Numbers and 
-1-ures, tis a Barrea Study, and may miſguide us, but Reaſon and Sub- 
jlauce never can. Yet in relation to this, the Year of the Witneſſes 
Death bein fixed (as hereatter) will ealily fix all the Reſt. 


V. [:ftl'y, By Wiom the/ are Slain. They are not ſlain by a Foreign 
Enzmy or Nation, they are not flain, (I ſpeak of this laſt Special and 
Particular Death) by the Pagan or Papal Power, as ſome have unadvi- 
ielly aftirmel: tor, though theſe may rejoice at their Death, aid in 
other Caſes be Criminal enough ; yet to give them their due, they 
taveno hand in thes Lat Tt 2gedy. It nceds ns Proc that the Pagan 
and Papal Powersare reprcſcated by the Beaſts that riſe out of the Seca 
aa4 Eartit 3 but "tis plaia, that ncither of theſe Bealts arc concerned ; 
For tie 'Lext 1s expreis to the Contrary, That the Bai! which riſes 
oit of te Ponomleſs Dit, (viz. Wickedaeis in gcactal, or Satan) ſh. al 
make AR with Tiem, WW ERCONZE Them, and SL Ar Them. Now 
ſince thel2 T hree Peaits Fave Three diſtinct Characters, ſurc nonc will 
cOXf2nnd them, Rnd fr _ then ail once and the fame. Not to MInNce 
27; farther tne Matte [e. | ruth 3s, \We, their Friends au Sy 
have flaw tycm, Lhe Reaſon ; is, Chrift was {in by lis Ow 

ante 


of 
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Countrymen and Friends. He had his Wounds from the Hands of his 
Friends, and from thoſe of his Own Houſe. Thus with Zeal, whiltt 
the Jews wait for, and Expect their SAVIOUR, and the Chriſtians 
their Two Witneſſes; The Firit, when He came llew the Fir, anJ the 
Latter, when They came flew the Latter. The Homines ex Tribubs, & 
Populis & Linguts & Gentibus, are their Friends, Coonati in Religione, 
Men of the ſame Reformed Religion, and of the ſame Nation. But the 
Fucole Terre are their Enemies and Foreigners, who re;oice at their 
Death, being of a Differing Perſuaſioa, and whom thee Witneſſes 
tormented. In ſhort, the Firſt are Proteltaats, the Latter Papilts, and 
had not their Friends ſlain them, there had been no due Conformity be- 
twixt the Circumſtances of the Death of the Head, aud the Eody. 


VI. Sixthly, The True Reaſons IWhy they are Overcome, and Hy in 
Particular by a War, are as follows: But, Firſ# I muſt acquaint the 
\World of a particular Thing they have taken little Notice of, which 
yet gives extraordinary Light to this great Myſtery, and that is this, 
That This War is, and mult of Necellity be an Inteſtine IV/ar : For, How 
can it be otherwile ? Since their Friends and Countrymen, Men of the 
ſame Religion and Nation mult flay them. This has been ſufficiently 
proved above, and cannot be denied. I hope therefore they will nor 
{ay, that Is a Foreign War made in the ſame Nation, by Citizen and 
Countrymen amongſt themſelves, and it can be no other ; for the 7:- 
cule Terre, who are Foreigners, arc only Spectators, not Actors in the 
Afﬀair. But there is another Great Reaſon, little inferior to this, which 
fully cleaches the Matter, and makes it impollible it ſhould be other 
than a Civil War, and that is this, The Witneſſes (in Conformity to the 
Head) are to riſe again after they are ſlain. Now, had it teen a Foreign 
Enemy, or Mea of another Religion that had ſlain them, they had zever 
riſen again, but Church and State had both fallea into the bottomleſs 
Pit, and beea utterly deſtroyed. Theſe Things ate very plain. But to 
retura to the Reaſons, Why, &c. conſidering War therefore neither as 
Civil or Foreign, but indefinitely, and abſtractedly ; I ſay not only a 
a War, but Yittory thereby, are Circumſtances little lefs neceſſary than 
their Death it ſelf : For ſince the Old Conſtitution both of Church aad 
State were wholly to be diſſolved, nothing leſs than a Wir could do 
This, and done it ought to be, otherwiſe the Old Diſpenfation could 
have n9 true and proper Period ; ſome Alteration or a \Veakening of it 
vould not auſyer, nothing but Death could ſerve the Turn, thar is, a 
Yotal LCitlolutioa. A Seizure by Conſpiracy would not ſerve, nor cou!.l 
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a few Tumultuous Haads pull down the Euilding, nothing but a ge- 
neral Aſſault on ail ſides could effeftually do it ; and this did it indeed, 
and levell d all with the Ground. But to come cloſer ; The Conſtable 
and Watch with Clubs and Staves may ſeize and overpower a ſingle 
Perſon unarmed : But to pluck a King and High Prieſt from their 
Throne, who are inveſted with Power and Force, nothing lefs than a 
Greater Force could do this, that is, a War. And as to a full Victory 
or Conquelt it was nolels neceſſary in reſpe@ of a due Proceſs and Ar- 
raignment. Stabbing or Aſſaſſination might indeed procure Death, 
but then Th:s /ort of Death would have wanted the due and neceſſary 
Solemaity ; but Chrilt was not Stabbed or Aſſaſſinated (I ſpeak now 
in Relation to the Two Witnelles) but publickly Arraigned and Con- 
demaed ; and the Copy ought to agree with the Original: So a com- 
pleat Victory over them was neceſſary, that the due Solemnity of Pro- 
ceſs and Arraignmeat might take Place. In ſhort, the Progreſlion of 
the Climax 1s exceeding Regular, the War and Yittory being highly ne- 
ceſſary to procure har Death, the mo## neceſſary of them all. 


VII. Seventhly, Who they are. They are the True Church of Chriſt 
under the Denomination of Witneſſes ; and when I fay the Old Wit- 
ueſſes, the New Witaeſles, or the Witnefles, I refer to the Bulk or 
Body of the Building, and when I ſay the Two Witneſſes, I refer to the 
Two chief Corner Stones ; the whole Body is of a Witneſling Nature, 
and every ſingle Stone is a Witneſs : But the Two chief corner Stones, 
by way of Excellency, are called, the Two Wirneſſes. Theſe repreſent 
the whole Body as a King and aa High Prieſt, the whole Nation ; and 
as They repreſcat the Power of the Whole, ſo at the appointed Time 
They are choſe out to finiſh the Power of the Whole. The Compari- 
ſon of a Building is made by the Holy Spirit. And after *tis ſaid, The 
Geatilcs ſhall tread under Foot the Holy City ; *Tis preſently added 
(as Bez.a renders it;) Dabo Iſlam ;, (that is, Santtam Urbem) Drobrs 11- 
lis Teſtibus mes ;, that is, I will give the Care or Charge of my True 
Church to thoſe my Two Witzeſſes, and, as it it had been asked who 
tieſe Two Witneſſes were, the Anſwer is, Hi ſunt Due Ile Olee, mean- 
ing Zerubbabel and Joſhua. Now none can make any Thing of theſe 
1wo buta King and a High Prieſt, And though the Temple was mea- 
fared, and THOSE (viz. the People) who worſhipped therein : Yet | 
ad the Text points no more but ozce to the Multitude, and indeed 
"*rwas needleſs, becauſe they had no Power : They are under Care and 
Pro:e'tion, but cannot repreſent that they have not. And thoſe Per- 


ſons 


BE 


ſons therefore are much miſtaken, who ſuppoſe a few common Indivi- 
duals ſlain in any Country, may aaſwer the Death of the Two Witneſſes. 
They make no Diſtinction betwixt the Body and Head : "Tis certain, 
the common Maſs, as {;ving they have no Power, fo their Death .can 
repreſent the finiſhing of none ; I mean their Death ingly and apart ; 
yet in Conjunction with their Head the TWO, I own their Death 
adds to the Etficacy and Solemaity, and that they ought to tall at the 
General Harvelt by the Angel's Sickle : Yet to compleat ſuch a folema 
Period, and to make it Full and Authentick, nothing leſs than the So- 
lemn Death of a Xizg and an Hizh Prieſt will do the Buſineſs. For rre/e 
being the Heads or chiet Proprietors of Power, arc the molt fit and 
proper Perſons to undergo the Paſſive Solemnity of its Abrogation. 
NOW, /ach a Thing has happened amongſt zs, viz. a King and an 
High Prieſt have beea lain, after an unparalelVd and uncommon M.4a- 
ner, or rather after a moſt proper Manner, they were ſlain in the 
Face of the Sun with the higheſt Solemaity, that all the World might 
take notice, that the Grand Period of the Old Diſpenſation was finiſhed. 
And not only 1a this Point, but in all other Circumſtances, as to 7-7, 
and Place, Proceſs, and Arraignment, their Death exactly agrees with 
the Text, and Counterpart. IN THE WESTERN PAXT OF THE 
WORLD, T HESE-TWO WITNESSES, REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE TRUE CHURCH, OR WHOLE PROTEST ANT BODY, IN | 
THEIR OWN COUNTEYT, BY THEIR OWN FRIENDS, AT THEIR To, 
OW 2X CHIEF CITY, WERE OVERCOME, BY A WAR and SLAIV. & 

God is True, and all the World are Lyars. He hath told us, 1» the 

End it ſhall ſpeak and not Lye: Now here the Viſion ſpeaks, and who 

can contradict it ? This Truth deſerves to be writ in Capitals of Gold, \ 

liace it aſſerts the Veracity of God, which fooliſh. and vain Man has »-. no 
{0 long called in Queſtion. Iowa there are ſeveral Perſuaſioas, but \, 

no Matter by what Names we are called. There arc only Two ' 

Churches, a True and Falſe One, and 1 find the Holy Spirit takes no- 


tice of no more: Yet *tis obſervable, the Fir## is exprelt by Forr dif= , 
fering Denominations, viz. Tribus, Populi, Lingue, C& Gentes;, and the 
Latter but by Ore, viz. Facole Terre. Now poſlibly amongſt other ©» 1 


Meanings, the Difference in Opinion may be oue that cauſeth this Di- 
{tin-*tiog : But leaving this Enquiry to the more Curious, let the Foxr- 
be who, and what they will, *tis certain, theſe Two lain Witneſſes were 
the Head of them all, and appointed by Heaven to finiſh their 01d State 
aad Admiaiſtration. The Church is ia Two differing States, £75 
ander the Minor or Guardian State, then under the Alt Srate. And \, I 
B 2 theſe HA 
k _ * ® \ f # 
+» » A +@©4+ Yall P . »\+ 3 vv 4 a\ o\ inet ALT SEE is \\ wh 
" of % { 
« + *.1 Ay, 5 Ib EY i, @ Any G av " \n) 
voll\ "Miva. (3 / 21 CY vu \ f {14 v1 pa \y. wel ly nn Wo” _—_ *» 
why. EDGE « a ok Gon un. te) a Wa >.) 
Fn » , 6 o” . 7 _ »., 
- A, \v i As ee yg >: De oo 
- 


[8] 


theſe Two lain Witneſſes finiſh the Minor, or Guardian State, being the 
Two La# Chick Proprictors of Power therein. And this gives great 
Light to thoſe Conzratulations of the Church on Chriſt's Arrival to 
his Aanhbood in the Church, and by Conſequence on his Acceſſion to 
the Throne. IWe Thank Thee, ſay they, Lord God Almighty, who art 
and waſt., and art to come Becauſe thou haſt taken to THY SELF 
Ctwas in the Hands of Guardians before) Thy Grear Power, &c. This | 
implies a /efſer Power in the former State. The Millennium is nothing 
but the Afanbood of Chritt in his Church, and when He comes to 
his Marbeod, He is inveſted of courſe with his Great Power. But I 
would not be miſtaken, I prefer the Maſter before the Servants, and 
.am far from making a Compariſon betwixt the Death of the Two 
Witneſſes and that of Chriſt's, as to the Merit of it; yet I muſt be 
forced to acknowledge (and the Holy Scripture will bear me out) that 
Their Death 1s the true Counterpart of Hs, and ought to be atteaded 
with much the like Circumſtances, viz. a Reſurrection (not Literal) 
Aſcenſion, and New Diſpenſation.- As to the Two Firlt, the Text 
plainly mentions them, and the Laſt to me is as plain: For, when 
; John had eaten up the Book of the Old Diſpenſation, he was told, 4 
| That he muſt PROPHESIE AGAIN, before People, and Nations, and 
| 2 TEM o fires Torgues, and many Kings. "The Words Finiſhing Prophecy, and Prophe- 
LE CAAY a ſyinFtagain, illuſtrate one the other; nor can we think they will pro- 
TT phelie 274iz what they have finiſhed, but tura over a New Leaf, and be- 
xD ay ieghtn gin a New Chapter. And now, 
EL ey Notwithſtanding auy former Opinion (which I ſhall not be aſhamed 
of. Hex 2 difown) at preſent, the Fruth ſhines ſo full in my Face, that I can- - 
—_—_ 14 not otherwiſe think, and do hope fo will others, That the Death of the 
cat 707 HY 1% tre-mentioned Perſons, was the True Death of the Two Lat Wit- 
Liu. fal@ fo nſes, which were to die to finiſh the Old Diſpenſation. Thoſe who 
4 have Ob/efions, let them publiſh them. All Chriſtians muſt own, 
That /zch a Thing, if nor done, ſome Time or other, in ſome Place or 
other, mit be done; and fince it muF# be done, let them produce 
better Reaſons if they can, that Th is not the Fact, or that it 1s yer to 
be done, and I ſhall willingly acquieſce therein. But I am ſatisfied, 
aboxthey cannot. It therefore being taken for granted, that the Two W:t- 
. *reſſes are [14in, and Old Diſpenſation finiſhed ;, the next neceſſary Inte- 
«eay'cnce will be, _ we are — the Premiſes of the Millennium, and that 
4 /-;/ the Downfall of Rome 1s jult at the Door. For Ths black Tragedy 
Pell oxried fred as it withdraws the O/d Scenes, ſo it preſents the World with — 
| n2of for fore rrmnrakugo ines, and opens a wide Door for Light and Truth, But to conclude, 1 
Bn 5 ES 2 | ſhall 
«Q atlas ho 1/20 R; 24 cor) hal ty he his quot Gare TY, foe Haw 
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ſhall endeavour to bring the Thing yet cloſer, and make it yet a little 
more plain, by Summing up the Whole. 


CONGL UV STOQON 


There are a True and a Falſe Church, or Two Syncronizing Powers 
enter the Stage of the World, theſe Two Powers are repreſented by 
an inward and outward Court, the Latter perſecutes the Former all the 
Time they are on the Stage; the Former are called Witneſſes, having 
this Name from the Nature of their Office, which is of a Twofold Na- 
ture; for they have a Charge to give in, Teſta:tionem, & Proteſtztionen:, 
to Publiſh, and give their Evidence to Divine Truths, and Matters of 
Fact, and to make Proteltation againlt all Iniquity aad Idolatry, and 
eſpecially againſt the Perſecution of their Adverſaries. The Date of 
their Adverſaries Power and theirs is equal, but during the greateft 
part of their appointed Time, being perſecuted and trodden une: 
Foot, little Streagth or Power (though virtually ia them) appears, bu: 
near the Expiration thereof it exerts it ſelf, not only ia order to pul] 
down and oppoſe their Adverſaries, but in order to be abrogated it 
ſelf. "That which 1s «wnder Foor, and ſtands not xp, cannot be thrown 
down ;, therefore at laſt it fands wp 1a order to be thrown down, but 
withal, in order to riſe again, and not to be thrown in the Fire like 
their Enemies. The Cedar and the Vine are lopp'd,- that the Branches 
may yield more Fruit, and flouriſh more abundaatly. But to return, 
Theſe Two Syncronizing Powers as at once they miake their Entrance, 
ſoat once they make their Ex:r, yet their reſpective Scenes are not 
preſently removed, there is the ſame Diſtance of Time ia Proportion, 
as betwixt the Harveſt and the Yintage. The Harvelt (as uſuai) begins 
firſt, and the inner Court 15 pulFd down, that is, the Angel puts in 
his Sickle (according to Command) and reaps the True Church, raiſes 
a War, cuts down her Two chief Repreſentatives, buras her chief 
City, and inflicts many other heavy Calamities upoa her. Thus ends 
the Harveſt, and nothing elle is ſaid, only Demeſſa eft Terra, The Earth 
was reaped. Afterwards (in courſe) the Vintage comes, and the out- 
ward Court is pulFd down, and whea the Angel had cut down the 
Grapes, the Text faith, Mifie in Magnum Illum Lactm Excandeſcentie 
Dei, He put them into that great IWine-Preſs of the Wrath of God. The 
Truth is, after God hath accounted with the 77#e Church, he reckons 


with the Falſe One, viz. with the Whore and her Worſhippers, and 
both 
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both ſhe and her City are burnt with Fire. But betwixt the City of 
the True Church, and that of the Falſe One, there is this Difference, 
the Firſt is only burnt with the Fire of Prrgation, the Latter by the 
fire of [n4ig74t/0n. And as to the Firſt, that Text is fulfilled, which 
ſaith, Alrvough T fall, yet I ſkall rife ;, for ſhe hath riſen again, and ſhines 
very glorivully : But when the Latter falls (and her Grapes are juſt 
ripe) ſhe ſhall never riſe again; But the Wrath of God abideth on her 
for ever. Amen. Sobeit. And now [| have demonſtrated the Thing 
fo plaialy, I am very well ſatished, that though ſome may, yet others 
will not believe : So That will be fulfilled which was faid of Old ; Be- 
bold, I work a Work in your Days, which ye ſhall in no wiſc believe, although 
a Man declare it unto you, that is, demonſtrate it. But I cannot con- 
clude without a ſmall Reflection or two more, both on our Enemies, 
and our ſelves, v:z. When our City Flamed abont our Ears, and other 
publick Calamities befel us, our Enemies, the Jacole Terre, rejoiced 
much to {ee us 1n ſuch deplorable Circumſtances, under the Evil of our 
own Prediatons ; ſeeing us ſo low, they thought we ſhould never riſe 
a2ain to torment them with Truth; therefore they ſent Gifts and were 
glad: And we inſtead of looking up to Heaven, and being humble, 
charged our Enemies with our Miſeries, and proceeded fo far as to Re- 
cord the ſame not in Brafs, but in Letters of Stone, which indeed 
ought to be eraſed ; for it was Gop that burat our City, and not They; 
but like true Men in Miſery, we were angry with every Body, yes, 
with Gop to, ant ready to flie im his Face, and charge him with In- 
juſtice, and a Forgetfulneſs of his Promiſes. Thus we laid the Guilt 
every-where, but where it ſhould be, on our ſelves. Ignorant Wretches ! 
\Ve neither underſtood the Methods of God or Nature. *Tis God's 
nſazl Method to puniſh his own Child firſt, Judgment always begins 
1th the Houſe of God. And as to Nature, we would have had Corn, 


_ and not Reaped, we woutid have had new Corn, and not Sowed ; nay, 


we would have had Braich?s the firſt Day the Tree was lopp'd, and 
new Corn the firſt Day the Seed was ſown : So 12norant, and impa- 
tient we were. \Vell ! our Harveſt has been got in, we have ſuffter'd 
nothing but our Lot, and much leis than we deſerved. Let us humbly 
thank God for our Chaſtiiement and Vititation. And let us have but 
a very littie Patience, and we ſhall fee and uaderitand his righteous 
fſudgnents. \Ve ſhall fre the Difference he makes betwixt Children 
1ad Enemies, and that we were not in Rome's Stead, but in our own 
nece!Tiry reimas Fite, we ſnail fee our Adverſaries Mirth be turacd 
to Mourning; and that the Troole Terre, & Reges Terre, ſhall weep 
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and mourn, and ſtand afar off, and ſay, Alas, alas, for that great City 
Babylon, that ſtrong City, in one Hour thy Judgments are ceme. Amen. Be 
it fo. And NOW, though the preceding Diſcourſe under Sever ra- 
tional Heads, ſhould be Sealed up to others like the Seven Thunders, 
yet to me they have ſpoke very loudly, and I would ſpeak God's Praiſe 
ia Words as loud, if I could, and therefore ſhall call a great Multi- 
tude to aſſiſt me, I mean The Church, and in Her Words fay ; 
Worthy art thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, to take the Book and = the 
Seals, becauſe thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
Blood, out of every Tribe and Tongue, and People and Nation, and 
made us Kjngs and Prieſts unto Ged, and we ſhall reign on Earth. 
Worthy i the Lamb to receive, Pover, and Wiſdom, and Riches, 
and Strength, and Honour, and Bleſſmg, for ever more. Great and 
Marvellous are thy Works, Lord Gos Almighty, Juſt and True are 
thy Ways. Thou Kzng of Saints, who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and gforife thy Name? For thou only art Holy ;, All Nations (hall 
come and worſhip before thee, for thy Judgments are made manifeſt. 
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